INTELL  LIBRARY 


BARROW-UPOU-SOAR  RURAL  DISTRICT  CCUUCIL 


A IT  IT  U A L R R P 0 R T 


of  the 


MEDICAL  QPFICER  OP  HUAT.TU . 


For  the  Year  1925. 


>, 


B.\HR0W-UP01vT~S0AH  RUR.\L  DISTRICT  COUITCIL. 


A R R U A L REPORT 
cf  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  G-entlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  this  Report  is  in  some  respects  more  comprehensive  than 
has  heretofore  "been  customary,  for  it  includes  statistics  and 
other  Public  Health  particulars  for  the  past  five  years. 

As  this  is  hut  one  of  fifteen  Reports  v/hich  I am  submit- 
ting to  as  many  Authorities  its  size  and  scope  are  necessar- 
ily more  curtailed  than  would  be  the  case  were  I merely  acting 
for  a single  District.  The  first  of  these  Reports  was  pre- 
sented on  l8th  March  and  otliers  have  followed  for  the  most 
part  at  weekly  intervals  this  being  the  fifteenth..  The  se- 
quence of  the  Leicestershire  District  Reports  has  v/ith  a few 
exceptions  been  determined  by  the  dates  on  v/hich  returns  have 
been  received  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  subjects  dealt  with  are  systematized  under  t}ic  fol- 
lowing six  headings :- 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Housing. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 

I.  NATURAL  AIRj  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  46,478 

Population  Census  , 1921 25,209 

" Estimated  I925 26,770 
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Physical  I?ea tures  and  General  Character  of  the  Area . 


The  District,  v/hich  lies  to  the  llorth  of  the  City  of 
Leicester  whose  boundary  it  adjoins,  covers  an  area  of  72  sq. 
miles  consisting  largely  of  undula.ting  grass  land.  It  is 
drained  chiefly  by  the  river  Soar  and  its  tributary  the  V/reak, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  these  rivers  the  geological  formation  is 
Alluvium.  Adjoining  the  alluvium  the  prevailing  formation  is 
New  Red  Marl  or  Keuper  on  v/hich  most  of  the  larger  villages  are 
built.  To  the  North,  in  the  vicinity  of  ]3arro\7-on-Soar , Lower 
Lias  predominates.  The  Western  part  of  the  District  is  hilly 
and  well  wooded  and  is  of  great  geological  interest  discover- 
ing a long  range  of  formations  right  dov/n  to  Pre -Cambrian . Ad- 
joining the  village  of  Mountsorrel  granite  predominates. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers) 


of  houses  (1921)  " ) 5,797 

Assessable  Value  £132,911 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £553 

Social  Conditions. 


Although  the  greater  part  of  the  District  is  agricultural, 
most  of  the  land  being  grazed,  the  bulk  of  the  population  is 
centred  in  several  large  industrial  villages.  The  staple  man- 
ufactures are  shoes  and  hosiery.  Granite  in  large  quantities 
is  quarried  at  Mountsorrel.  A large  section  of  the  pcarishes 
of  Rothley  and  Thurcaston  is  residential,  and  a residential 
area  is  !rapidly  extending  in  the  parish  of  Dirstall  which  ad- 


joins the  City  of  Leicester. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births,  legitimate.  M.  2C5  P.  I78  Total  - 3^3 

" illegitimate.  " 6 " 5 " 11 

Total :-  211  183  394 

Birth  Rate  14.6 

" " (1921  - 1925) 17.3 

" " for  England  & 'Wales  (1925)...  18.3 

M.  137  P.  143  Total  - 28c. 


Deaths 


Death  Rate 9.3 

" " (1921  - 1925) 9.8 


" " for  England  & v/ales  (1929) 12.2 

" " " " " " (1921-29).  12.0 

Here  as  in  most  Rural  Districts  the  age  and  sex  distri- 
bution of  the  population  is  less  favourable  to  a low  death- 
rate  than  is  that  of  the  country  as  a v;hole.  The  death-rates 
have  accordingly/"  been  standardized  so  as  to  allow  for  tliis 
inequality.  The  effect  of  this  correction  is  to  materially 
reduce  the  rates  as  heretofore  calculated. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ....  20  (3  being 

illegitimate ) 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Births 90 

" " " (1921  - 1929) 99 


" " " for  Eng.  & './ales  1929.  79 

For  the  period  of  five  years  3.3  pe^r  cent  of  the  births 
v/ere  illegitimate. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1925. 


Civilians  only. 


Causes  of  Death.  Males . 

All  Causes  137 

Measles 1 

V/hooping  Cough 1 

Diphtheria 1 

Influenza  7 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system.  10 

ether  tuberculous  diseases 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 10 

Rheumatic  Fever 1 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc 5 

Heart  disease 32 

Arterio  sclerosis 2 

Bronchitis  4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 9 

Other  respiratory  diseases 1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 2 

Diarrhoea  etc.  (under  2 yrs . ) 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 2 

Cirrhosis  of  the  liver 1 

Acute  and  chronic  Hephritis 7 

Puerperal  Sepsis 


Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  preg- 


nancy and  parturition. 

Congenital  debility  h malformation 

premature  birth.  '6 

Suicide 

Other  deaths  from  violence 6 

Other  defined  diseases 28 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unhnov/n 1 


Females . 
143 


12 

1 

11 

2 

15 

3 
1 

9 

21 

5 

11 

4 

3 

1 


6 

1 


3 

1 

1 


31 


1 
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II.  CtSITERAL  provision  07  HEALTH  SERVICES  IIT  TliE  AREA. 


\ 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  County  Council 

Tuberculosis  . Materni t.v  & Children ’ s Hospital  accoKimodation 
are  controlled  by  the  County  Council  and  the  matter  is  dealt 
with  c omprehens ively  in  the  County  Report. 

Rever . There  are  3 Isolation  Hospitals  v/ith  a total  of  85 
beds,  controlled  by  the  Leicestershire-  Isolation  Hospitals’ 
Committee.  Patients  are  sent  to  such  hospitals  as  have  beds 
available  for  the  disease  from  which  they  are  sufferin'^,  the 
majority  from  this  Pistrict  being  sent  to  the  hospital  at 
Blaby  or  to  a temporary  hospital  at  Loughborough  v/hich  appears 
to  be  far  from  satisfactory. 

Small  Pox.  There  are  tv/o  hospitals  provided  for  the  County  as 
a whole,  one  of  which  is  situated  in  this  District. 

^Imbulance  Racilities. 

(a)  Por  Infectious  Cases.  - Motor  ambulances  are  pro- 
vided in  connection  wit^i  the  Isolation  Hospitals. 

(b)  Ror  Hon-inf ectious  Cases  a Accidents.  Hone  under  the 
District  Council.  The  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary  and 
other  voluntary  organizations  provide  the  necessary 
facilities . 

Clinics  and  Treatm.ent  Centres.  All  under  tJ-ie  County  Council. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  for  this  and  fourteen 
other  Districts  in  four  counties.  The  Combined  Districts  cover 
5C0  sq.  miles  and  have  a population  of  about  120,000.  All  trav- 
elling expenses  are  defra.yed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Ho  office  or  clerical  staff  is  provided. 

There  are  2 Sanitary  Inspeotors  v/ho  are  also  Sanitary  Sur- 
veyors and  who  devote  the  v/hole  of  tlieir  time  to  their  official 
duties  . 
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There  is  an  ICxchequer  /^rant  in  respect  of  each  of  the 
above  apijointments  . 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Horae. 

The  County  Council's  Health  Visitors  visit  cases  in  this 
district.  There  are  District  Purses  in  the  larger  parishes. 

lilDVIVES  . 

The  supervision  of  Micbvives  is  vested  in  the  County  Council 
Chemical  Work. 

Analyses  of  foods  and  drugs  are  conducted  by  the  County 
Analyst.  The  Iledical  Officer  of  ITealth  analyses  samples  of 
v/ater  and  occasionally  of  sewage  effluents.  Thirteen  samples 
were  analysed  during  1925.  ■ 

Legislation  in  Porce:- 

There  are  no  local  Acts  or  Orders  in  force  in  the  District. 
I am  of  opinion  that  those  sections  of  the  various  Adoptive  Acts 
which  are  applicable  to  Rui'al  Districts  and  which  confer  addit- 
ional powers  v/ithout  creating  obligations,  should  all  be  adopted 
Bye-laws,  substantially  the  Intermediate  Code,  v/ith  respect 
to  Hevv'  Streets  and  Buildings  v/ere  adopted  in  1925  fon  the  Con- 
tributory Places  of  Anstey,  Barkby,  Earrov/-on-Soar , Birstall, 
Mountsorrel,  Rothley,  Sileby,  Syston  and  \7oodhouse.  Por  the 
remaining  parishes  the  Rural  Code  for  Hew  Buildings  has  been 
approved  and  is  no\7  awaiting  confirmation. 


III.  3 AH  IT  ARY  CIRCTJIvISTAITCES  0?  THE  AREA. 

V/ater . 

All  the  larger  villages  and  several  others  are  nov/’  supplied 
with  Derv/ent  water  by  the  Leicester  Corporation.  The  remain- 
der are  supplied  by  public  and  private  v/ells , most  of  them  shal- 
low wells.  During  the  past  five  years  mains  have  been  extended 
to  the  parishes  of  Barkby,  Q,ueni  bo  rough , Thurcaston  and  Cossing- 

ton.  I have  advised  extension  to  Seagrave.  In  this  parish 
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as  in  Thrussington  and  Rearsl^y  most  of  the  v/'ell-v/aters  Y/hichi  I 
have  analysed  are  polluted. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

Host  of  the  larger  villages  have  suitable  provision  for  the 
purification,  or  partial  purification,  of  sewage,  broad  irriga- 
tion with  or  without  tanking  and  filtration  being  emplo:/ed  in 
ten  instances.  The  supervision  of  triese  vSen'age  Rarms  , v.diich 
range  in  area  from  five  to  twelve  acres,  is  a matter  receiving 
constant  attention.  Unsatisfactory  effluents  at  Sileby  and 
S^/^ston  and  at  Ratcliffe  College  have  led  to  improvements,  either 
completed  or  pending,  in  filtration  or  distribution,  or  in  both. 
For  the  smaller  villages  the  sevrage  is  either  tanked  or  flows 
through  a considera,ble  length  of  ditch  where  it  undergoes  par- 
tial purification  before  reaching  the  river.  In  a fev/  instan- 
ces, however,  and  perhaps  most  notably  at  Thruss ington , river 
pollution  is  pronounced. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage: - 

There  are  good  sev/ers  in  the  majority  of  the  larger  vil- 
lages and  in  most  of  the  remainder  they  are  for  the  present 
passable . 

Building  developments  in  a number  of  parishes  are  calling 
for  extension  of  sev/ers  and  for  the  provision  in  some  instances 
of  additional  disposal  plank.  A great  deal  of  this  work  is 
now  in  hand.  At  Eirstall,  which  adjoins  the  City  of  Leicester, 
incalculable  nuisance  v/as  caiAsed  during  1925  through  the  ovor- 
flov/ing  of  cesspools.  Here, as  in  other  parishes  in  the  Rural 

Districts  adjoining  the  City,  building  development  preceded  the 
provinion  of  sev/ers.  Hoy/  that  sev/ers  are  laid  the  cesspools 
have  of  necessity  been  disconnected  v/ithin  a year  or  two  of 
their  construction.  The  cost  of  constructing  a cesspool  and 
making  the  subsequent  connection  to  the  new  sev/er  is  of  course 
considerable.  Their  construction  in  S'Ach  circumsta,nces  , and 
above  all  the  fact  that  such  a cart-bef ore- the-horse  arrange- 
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ment  could  ever  have  been  permissible,  represents  so  much  v/aste. 
Rural  Authorities  are,  hov/ever,  powerless  to  prevent  it  in  the 
first  'instance.  I reported  last  year  that  it  should  in  my  - 
opinion  be  rendered  statutorily  impossible  to  develop  building 
estates  in  this  manner. 

Birstall  -or  the  part  of  it  where  the  nuisances  were  ram- 
pant - is  now  drained  by  gravitation  to  the  City  sev/ers.  he’.v 
sewers  are  also  being  laid  in  the  large  area  recently  develop- 
ed in  the  northern  part  of  this  parish. 

The  outstanding  constructional  v/orh  of  192^  and  the  cur- 
rent year  is  the  provision  of  a new  sewerage  scheme  for  the 
parish  of  Rothley,  which  includes  a large  number  of  detached 
residences . 

I desire  to  direct  especial  attention  to  the  necessity  for 
no  longer  deferring  the  provision  of  a sewerage  scheme  for  prop- 
erties on  the  Rothley  - Cropstone  Road  and  in  its  vicinity.  All 
these  houses  still  drain  to  cesspools,  despite  the  fact  that 
there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  sevmge  by  grav- 
itation. Residents  are  pressingly  ashing  that  the  matter 
should  be  promptly  dealt  with. 

Closet  Accommodation : - 

The  approximate  number  of  each  type  of  sanitary  conven- 
ience in  each  parish  is  set  out  seriatim  in  the  subjoined  syn- 
opsis. Considerable  headway  ha,s  been  made  in  the  abolition 
of  insanitary  pits  , 373  having  been  converted  to  pails  o,nd  131 
to  water-closets,  during  the  past  five  years.  Roughly  70^^  of 
these  insanitary  anachronisms  have  been  abolished. 

During  this  period  227  pails  have  been  replaced  by  v/ater- 
closets . 


Parish 

Water 

Supply 

-- 

Approximate  ITo, 
Privies  j Pail  C's 

of 

W.C’s 

System  of 
Scavenging. 

Ana tey 

Corporation 

6 • 

— 

360 

1 

19c 

Publ i G 

Barrow 

do. 

390 

150 

do , 

Cropstone 

do, 

3 

35 

45 

do.  1 
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Parish 

Water 

Supply 

Approximate  No. 
Privies  jPail  C’s. 

of 

W.C’s 

. 

System  of 
Scavenging 

Mountsorrel 

Corporation 

3 

1 460 

100 

Public 

Hew town) 
Linford) 

Pump 

- 

75 

10 

do . 

Rothley 

Corporation 

2 

420 

100 

do. 

Swi inland 

do  & pump 

2 

36 

i6 

Priv’-atc 

Thurcaston 

Corporation 

1 

36 

9 

Publ i c 

''/alt  on 

Pump 

3 

26 

24 

do . 

Woodhous  e 

Corporation 

- 

30C 

90 

do. 

Barkhy 

do. 

9 

120 

6o 

do . 

Barkhy  Thorpe 

Pump 

5 

8 

1 

Private 

Beehy 

do 

8 

10 

3 

do. 

Birs tall 

Corporation 

4 

97 

240 

Public 

Beaumont  Leys 

do . 

- 

6 

20 

do . 

Cossington 

do. 

12 

42 

16 

Private 

Quenihoro ’ 

Pump  I 

10 

100 

21 

Public 

Rearshy 

1 

do.  ■ 1 

12 

68 

20 

do . 

Silohy 

Corporation 

12 

540 

210 

do . 

Sys ton 

i 

do . 1 

i 

409 

3o6 

do . 

1 

Sea grave 

I 

Pump  j 

1 

24  1 

i 

22 

4 

Private  i 
1 

South  Croxton 

do . 1 

1 

24  1 

19 

2 

do.  1 

Ratclif f e 

do . j 

j 

1 

12  ! 

7 

8 

i 

do.  1 

I 

Thrussington 

1 

1 

do . 1 

9 

I 

66 

5 

Publ i c ! 

1 

V/anlip 

i 

do . j 

j 

i 

12 

1 

5 

3 

Private.  | 

1 

1 

Approximate  No. 
District . 

(3) 

Privies 
Pail  closets 
Y/ater  closets 

i 

190 

3,700 

1,640 

Privies  (middens)  No. 

No. 
No . 

of  nev/  provided 
repaired 

converted  to  (a)  pails 
(h)  W.C's 

30 

25 

Pails  or  earth 

closets  No. 

No. 

of  nev/  provided 
converted  to  Y/.C’s 

0 C\J 

Ua  1 — 1 
H 

Water  closets 

No. 

of  new  provided 

126 
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y/efckl3-^  scavenging  of  night-soil  and  refuse  is  carried  out 
in  seventeen  villages:  four  more  than  in  I92C.  In  the  remain- 

der, that  is  in  the  smaller  and  m.ore  scattered  parishes  this 
\7ork  is  left  to  the  occupiers,  kight-soil  and  refuse  are  in  all 
instances  disposed  of  on  the  land.  During  1925,  IO8  ashpits 
v/ere  converted  into  ashbins  and  460  nev/  portable  ashbins  v/ere 
provided.  This  v/ork,  like  the  conn’-ers ion  of  insanitary  pits, 
has  been  both  systematic  and  steadily  progressive  during  the 
past  five  years.  Since  1920,  383  ashpits  have  been  replaced 
by  properly  covered  portable  ash-bins  and  1434  nev/  ash-bins 
have  been  provided. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  1925. 

Total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  1C8 

(chiefly  in  respect  of  cesspools) 

" " " inspections  made  for  all  purposes  I91O 

" " " notices  served  - 202.  Informal  - I96. 

Statutory  - 6. 

" " " summonses  issued nil 

Insanitary  Houses  (Public  Health  Act,  1875) 

No.  of  houses  inspected  - 840.  Ho.  cleansed  - 78. 


Overcrov/ding  - 

Ho.  of  houses  inspected  - 100  Huisances  abated  - 38 

( approximately ) 

Offensive  accumulat ions ; - 

Ho.  inspected  - 176.  Huisances  abated  - l6c 

Infectious  Diseases:  - 

Houses  Ho.  inspected  160 

Ho.  of  inspections  230 

Ho.  disinfected  (a)  Houses  220 

(b)  Schoolrooms  26 


Other  details  of  Sanitary  Inspection  are  included  under 
the  various  headings. 

Smoke  Abatement:-  One  nuisance  from  black  smoke  v/as  abated  du- 
ring the  year.  Twenty  observations  were  made. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye-la^/s 
and  Regulations:-  There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the 
District  and  there  are  no  Canal  Boats  registered  in  the  Dis- 
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trict.  There  v/ere  24  inspections  of  canal-hoato  passing 
through  the  District  only  one  contravention  "being  observed. 

There  are  three  Offensive  Trades  established  in  the  Dis- 
trict, two  knackers’  and  a gut-scraper’s.  The  washings  from 
the  latter  gave  rise  to  pollution  of  the  brook  near  Syston. 

This  had,  however,  been  rectified  on  the  occasion  of  my  last 
visit . 

Schools ; - For  many  years  I have  made  systematic  and  detail- 
ed reports  on  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  Public  Elementary  Schools 
in  the  Combined  Districts.  There  are  about  l6o  such  schools 
and  year  by  year  great  improvements,  chiefly  in  cleanliness, 
ventilation  and  general  sanitation,  have  accrued  in  many  of 
them.  I now  inspect  them  only  as  required.  Speaking  gener- 
ally the  schools  in  the  Barro’vv-on-Soar  District  are  by  no  means 
below  the  average  for  country  schools  and  some  of  them  are  ex- 
cellen-c*  water  is  laid  on  in  those  parishes  where  it  is 

available  and  within  the  past  fevi  years  the  offices  and  drain- 
age of  several  schools  have  been  modernized,  v/ater-closets 
being  provided  in  lieu  of  pails. 


IV.  HOUSING. 

General  Housinc:  Conditions:  - 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  area  the  sanitary  and 
general  housing  conditions  are  considerably  above  v/hat  I con- 
ceive to  be  the  average  for  Rural  Districts. 

In  most  of  the  parishes, and  especially  in  those  adjoining 
Leicester  the  population  has  for  many  years  been  increasing. 
When  the  Census  vias  taken  84  out  of  5,797  families  (i.e.  under 
1^%)  were  living  under  accentuated  conditions  of  o'^.’^ercrov/ding 
there  being  over  2 adults  (or  4 children)  per  room  in  their 
houses.  This  is  considerably  belo’v  the  percentage  for  Rural 
Districts  in  the  County  as  a whole.  In  1925  it  v/as  found 
possible  to  ameliorate  overcrov/ding  in  3^  instances. 
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Durinf^  the  past  five  years  ouilding  development  has  heen 
fairly  rapid  in  parishes  near  Leicester,  notahly  Lirstall,  and 
in  most  of  the  other  parishes  it  appears  to  have  kept  pace  v/ith, 
or  gained  on,  a relatively  small  increase  in  population.  The 


number  of  houses  compl 

et  ed 

each 

year 

is  as 

follows : - 

j 

1921j 

1922 

II923 

,1924;  1925 

Total  1 

i 

1 

By  Local  Authority  | 

33  I 

i 

17 

r 

i 

- j 

28 

CO 

State  assisted  , 

1 

1 

- i 

- 

- 

8c  ! 

t 

212 

292 

Other  houses  j 

28  ! 

62 

82 

50  ! 

42 

. _ . 

264 

r 

Total:-  1 

61 

L 

79 

82 

i 

f 

13c ! 
1 
1 

282 

634  i 

1 

Over  ('"''00  houses  in  five  years:  hut  many  of  these  houses 

are  in  developments  adjoining  Leicester  and  are  occupied  by 
persons  v/ho  previously  resided  in  that  cit^'".  There  is  still 
a need  for  a great  many  more  houses  in  most  of  the  villages. 

The  proportion  of  houses  in  need  of  ’re-conditioning’ 
is  not  so  high  as  is  the  case  in  most  of  the  Rural  Districts 
with  which  I have  to  deal,  the  advantages of  this  too  long  de- 
ferred proposal  being  on  the  whole  much  more  manifest  in  agri- 
cultural than  in  industrial  parishes.  There  are,  however, 
some  forty  or  fifty  houses  in  the  District  which  are  not  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation,  and  there  are  a great 
many  more  whose  internal  modern! zation  is  essential  if  they  are 
to  reach  an  acceptable  standard  of  comfort  and  habitability. 

Perhaps  the  most  pressing  need  in  this,  as  in  many  Rural 
Districts,  is  for  small  houses  or  cottages.  Those  of  a non- 
parlour type  and  three  or  even  tv/o  bedrooms.  I believe  tha.t 
tv/o  bedroom  non-parlour  houses  would  supply  a real  need  at  a 
price  far  belov/  the  average  spent  on  Council  houses. 

192^. 

Number  of  neiv  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 


(a)  Total  282 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Acts,  1919,  1923  or  1924. 

(1)  By  tlie  Local  Authority 28 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 212 
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Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 


Inspection.  (l)  Total  Uo.  of  dv/elling-hous es  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (un- 
der Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 


(2)  Ho.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
inspected  H,  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (inspection  of  Pistrict) 
Regulations  I9IC. 

(3)  Ho.  of  d\7ellin,g-hous es  found  to 
he  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  in- 
jurious to  health  as  to  he  unfit 
for  human  habitation. 

(4)  Ho.  of  d\/elling-houses  (exclusive 
of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habito-tion. 


2 , Remedy  of  Refects  v^ithout  Se ryice  of  Pormal  Hotice . 

Ho,  of  defective  d'welling-hous es  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authorities  or  their  officers. 

3.  Action  under  Statutor.y  Pov/ers . 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  Housing 

Act,  1925. 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Ho.  of  dv7elling-hous es  in  respect  of  v/hich 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied. 

(2)  Ho.  of  dwelling-houses  in  v/hich  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  no- 
tice - (a)  by  ovmers 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  ov/ners. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  & l5  of  the 
Housing  Act  1925. 

(1)  Ho.  of  repres  entations  made  v/ith  a viev/- 
to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders,. 

(2)  Ho.  of  d'welling-hous es  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  v/ere  made, 

(3)  No.  of  dv/elling-hous es  in  respect  of 
v/hich  Closing  Orders  v/ere  determined, 
the  dwelling-houses  having  been  ren- 
dered fit. 

(4)  Ho.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  v/ere  made., 

(5)  Ho.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders. 


914 

67 

4 

45 

3<^ 

nil 

227 

187 

nil 

4 

4 

nil 

3 

3 
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V.  INSPECTION  AND  3UPERVISI0I^~  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  SupTDlv:  - 

Here  as  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  County  the  super- 
vision of  milk  supplies,  more  especially  v;ith  regard  to  cleanli- 
ness, has  "been  greatly  simplified  hy  the  hacteriological  examin- 
ation of  samples.  These  examinations  Virhich  are  conducted  hy  the 
County  Bacteriologist  have  contributed  more  than  any  other  factor 
to  raising  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  millv  production,  for 
they  reveal  with  unerring  accuracy  the  precise  degree  of  contam- 
ination, v/hether  by  manure  or  otherwise,  to  which  samples  are 
subj  ected . 

During  1925 1 '^9  samples  were  taken  in  the  District  roughly 
one-third  of  which  were  returned  as  'Coed'  and  9/^  oi’  these  'Good' 
samples  cane  within  Grade  'A'  standard  though  not  certified  as 
such.  Over  a third  v/erc,  however,  reported  to  be  'Bad'. 

The  49  samples  are  classified  as  'good',  'fair',  'moderate' 
and  'bad',  the  percentage  of  samples  in  each  of  these  categories 
being  as  follows:-  Good  - 35;  Pair  - 26,  Moderate  - 2 and  Bad 
37.  I't  on  the  latter  that  we  must  concentrate  for  by  'bad' 
is  meant  a milk  containing  more  than  a million  germs  or  a lOCC 
colon  bacilli  (germs  from  the  cov/'s  manure)  in  a cubic  centi- 
metre. Nov/  a cubic  centim.etre  is  about  a quarter  of  a teaspoon- 
ful. Multiply  these  figures  by  4 and  think  of  vmat  is  given  to 
the  unsuspecting  consumer  of  only  a teaspoonful  of  milk  of  this 
quality^  Fortunately  the  germs  are  not  usually  harmful,  but 
the  important  point  is  that  they  may  be  harmful.  Many  disease 
germs  multiply  in  milk  v/ith  extra.ordinary  rapidity.  In  my 
Report  for  the  current  year  I hope,  more  esj-jecially  in  view  of 
the  new  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  to  be  able  to  record  a substan- 
tial improvement. 

All  the  milch  cows  are  now  s3''s tematically  examined  by  one 
or  other  of  the  two  Veterinary  Surgeons  axjpcinted  by  tlie  Coun- 
cil and  this  procedure  more  than  any  other  is  reducing,  and  will 
continue  to  reduce,  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  infants  and 
young  children.  A large  proportion  of  these  cases  have  in  the 
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past  undoulDtedly  iDeen  due  to  the  consumption  of  tuhetrculous 
milk. 

The  following  figures  are  furnished  hy  the  Sanitary  Inspec 
tors : - 


Retail  Purveyors ; (a)  Register  - ITo.  on  6o 

(h)  Premises  - Total  llo.  of  inspecs.  84- 

No.  of  contraventions  found  l6 

No.  found  to  require  - 
fa)  Cleansing  12 

(■b)  Structural  or  san.  imprs.  4 

V/liolesale  Traders  (a)  Register  - No.  on  224 

Sc  Producers.  (h)  Premises  - No.  of  inspections 

(1) Total  307 

(2)  Luring  milking  67 

No.  of  contraventions  found  28 

No.  found  to  require  - 
fa)  Cleansing  21 

(h)  Structural  or  san.  imprs.  7 


Total  No.  of  milch  cows  in  Listriot  - 2,6CC 

Legal  Proceedings  - nil. 

Meat : - 

There  are  33  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District,  the  same 
numher  as  at  the  beginning  of  1925.  In  I92C  there  were  also 
33.  One  hundred  and  ten  inspections  were  made  during  the  year 
47  being  at  time  of  slaughter.  Eight  contraventions  of  the 
bye-lav/s  v/ere  dealt  v/ith.-  There  is  no  difficulty  in  carrying 
out  the  order  v/ith  regard  to  these  inspections.  The  slaughter 
houses  are  on  the  whole  very  well  kept,  cleansing  and  limev/ash- 
ing  being  ordered  where  necessary. 

Two  tuberculous  carcases  were  surrendered  and  wore  destroy 
ed  at  the  Leicester  City  Destructor.  Six  other  carcases  or 
parts  of  carcases  were  also  surrendered. 

Tliere  v/ere  67  inspections  of  meat  stalls  or  shops,  four 
contraventions  being  reported,. 

Other  Foods: - 

There  were  40  inspections  of  places  where  food  other  than 
meat  is  kept  or  prepared  for  sale,  six  contraventions  being  re- 
ported . 

Bakehouses,  of  which  there  are  30  on  the  register,  are 
regularly  inspected  and  are  very  well  kept.  Pour  nuisances 


v/ere  abated. 
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VI.  PREVALENCE  OP.  AI^  CONTROL  OVER  IITFECTIQUS  DISEASE. 
The  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1925  were 
as  follov^s:- 


Parish . 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 
Fever . 

Diphth- 
1 eria. 

Erysi- 
pelas . 

1 Respir- 
latory  Tu- 
j ber culos is 

1 Other  1 

j Forms  of 
i Tubercu- 
1 1 0 s i s . 

Ans tey 

• 

5 

1 

2 

1 

11 

1 

1 

Barkby 

3 

1 

i ^ 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Earrov/-on-Soar 

3 

52 

4 

7 

j 

Eirstall 

I 2 

i 

' 

Cossington 

Crops  ton 

''5 

Gilroes 

1 

Mounts orrel 

1 

1 

6 

o 
1 — 1 

Newtown  Lin-) 

ford.  ) 

1 

Q,ueni  bo  rough 

2 

! 

i 

i 

Rears by 

1 

j 

Rothley 

24 

5 

8 

3 

Seagra-’re 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Sileby 

4 

2 

0 

2 

1 

South  Croxton 

1 

) 

i 

1 

1 

i 

J 

! 

Sv/i  thland 

1 

i 

2 

1 

Sys ton 

6 

3 

^ 1 

i 

3 

1 

Thruss ington 

j 

i 

t 

1 

1 i 

V/al ton-on- the-  ) 

1 

{ 

1 

! 

■.'/  olds  ) 

1 

I 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Vanlip 

! 

i 

i 

i 

! 

! 

t 

1 

1 1 

1 

; 

1 

\ 

Wocdhouse 

_ 

i 

i 

Total : - 

. 

ICl 

— 

w 1 


25 

i 

71 

21 

j 

X At  Cripples'  Guild  Home. 


In  addition  to  the  above  the  follo\7ing  cases  were  notified; - 
Enteric  Fe‘''‘er  1 at  Earrow-on-Soar . 

Puerperal  " 1 at  Rothley. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fe'.’'er  1 at  Sileby. 
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A case  of  Malarial  ?ever  and  a case  of  Dysentery,  Doth  con- 


tracted abroad,  were  also  notified. 

Three  cases  of  Ophthalmia  ITeonatorum  v/ere  notified. 

Forty-three  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified.  There  is  in 
my  opinion  nothing  to  he  gained  frora  the  compulsory  notification 
of  this  disease,  and  from  the  point  of  vie\7  of  economy  \7hether 
of  time  or  of  stationery  or  of  money  the  Order  in  my  judgment 
should  he  withdrawn.  Most  of  the  notifications  throughout  the 
Combined  Districts  are  received  from  hut  a fev/  of  the  doctors. 
This  latter  feature  of  the  practical  application  of  the  notifi- 
cation Act  has  been  for  many  years  observable  in  connection  with 
Erysipelas,  Ophthalmia  ITeonatorur.i,  and  Tuberculosis  of  the  Cer- 
vical glands.  It  has  a marked  bearing  on  the  seemingly  rela- 
tive pre’'7-alenc e of  these  diseases  in  particular  parishes. 

The  four  cases  of  Small  Pox  \diich  came  under  observation  in 
Mountsorrel  and  Barrow-on-Soar  in  October  were  of  the  mild  type 
v/ith  v/hich  we  have  in  recent  years  grown  familiar.  The  initial 
cases  were  in  the  first  instance  mistaken  for  Chicken-pox.  Three 
of  the  patients  were  removed  to  hospital  and  the  more  immediate 
Contacts  and  numerous  others  having  been  vaccinated  no  further 
cases  were  observed. 

Chicken-pox  was  notifiable  during  the  last  seven  months  of 
the  year  and  98  notifications  were  received. 

More  than  half  the  cases  of  Sco.rlet  Fever  occurred  in  the 
parish  cf  Earrov/-on-Soar . Five  cases  occurred  in  tliis  parish 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  one  case  was  notified 
in  June.  No  further  case  occurred  until  the  return  home  of 
this  latter  patient  who  had  been  sent  to  hospital,  v/hen  children 
residing  in  the  same  street  were  infected.  Another  Infecting 
Case  returned  from  hospital  some  two  months  later  and  betv/een 
them  they  established  a recrudescence  of  the  disease  which  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  led  to  over  seventy  cases  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  year  and  the  following  quarter. 

The  Rural  District  has  for  many  years  enjoyed  a r^ry  low 


17. 


^ Attack  Rate  from  Scarlet  Rever,  rouf^hly  half  that  of  England 
Sc  Wales  and  far  helovr  that  of  similar  Rural  districts  in  the 
County  sending  most  of  their  cases  to  hospital.  For  the 
tv/enty-five  years  ending  31st  Recemher  1922  only  three  per 
cent  of  the  cases  from  this  District  v;ere  admitted  to  hospital 
and  only  three  cases  were  sent  in  since  that  time  until  our 
first  consistent  venture  v;-hose  results  I now  record.  The  two 
Infecting  cases  from  hospital  \/ere  very  definite.  From  my 
exam.inat i ons  of  school  children  and  our  subsequent  failure  to 
control  the  disease  by  exclusion  of  particular  children  from 
the  Junior  Council  School,  I have  reason  to  believe  that  there 
were  other  Infecting  Cases  among  those  v/ho  had  returned  from 
hospital.  Thirteen  cases  from  Barrow  and  four  from  other 
parishes  v.’ere  admitted  to  hosjjital. 

The  thirteen  Diphtheria  cases  occurred,  in  seven  parishes 
and  were  essentially  sporadic.  At  Seagrave,  hov;ever,  t.he 
cases  were  due  to  a patient  who  had  been  discharged  from  the 
Derby  Isolation  Hospital  and  was  staying  near  by  with  friends. 

The  case  at  Woodhouso  Eaves  occurred  in  the  Children's 
Convalescent  Home.  'Within  a few  days  of  its  occurrence  the 
patient  and  nine  others  were  sent  to  one  of  the  Isolation  Hos- 
pitals. Not  one  of  the  nine  had  any  sign  of  the  disease.  They 
were  sent  to  hospital  simply  because  they  had  Diphtheria  gems 
in  their  throats,  in  all  probability  harmless  bacilli.  These 
cases  should  neither  have  been  sent  to  nor  detained  in  hospital. 
In  times  of  Diphtheria  prevalence  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
find  a v/hole  class  full  of  healthy  children  with  innocuous 
bacilli  in  their  throats , but  I have  never  before  known  such 
cases  to  be  sent  to  hospital. 

The  Tuberculosis  cases  and  deaths  are  classified  as 
f ollov/s  : - 


18. 


s - 


New  Cases 

Deaths . 

Age- 

Periods . 

Respiratory 

Other 
forms . 

Respiratory 

Other 
Fo  rms . 

M. 

T? 

1 • 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

— ■ 

F. 

1 and  unde 

r 5 yrs. 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

n 

II 

10  " 

5 

3 

2 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

II 

It 

15  " 

1 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

II 

II 

20  " 

3 

12 

- 

- 

1 

3 

- 

1 

20 

II 

11 

25  " 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

25 

II 

i» 

35  " 

6 

8 

3 

4 

4 

- 

- 

35 

II 

n 

45  " 

4 

6 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

45 

II 

II 

55 

4 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

55 

II 

II 

65  " 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Age 

not 

entered 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals : - 

30 

39 

L. 

9 

— 

12 

10 

11 



2 

1 

Seven  of  the  fatal  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuherculosis  occur- 
ring in  the  District  had  not  heen  previously  notified. 

The  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  received  during 
each  of  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows 


Disease 

1921 

1 

/22 

/23 

/24 

/25 

Total 

Admitted 
to  Hos. 

Deaths . 

Small  Pox 

- 

_ i 

- 

- 

4 

4 

3 

- 

Diphtheria 

26 

31 

16 

14 

13 

100 

15 

8 ! 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

18 

13 

21 

101 

176 

26 

i 

1 j 

Enteric  " 

1 

ll 

7 

1 

10 

8 

2 1 

! 

Pneumonia 

13 

19 

10 

28 

^^3 

113 

- 

70 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

5 

1 

2 

Encephalitis ) 
Lethargica  ) 

1 

2 

- 

3 

2 

1 

Cerebro- spinal ) 
Fever.  ) 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

! 

Er^/s  ipelas 

10 

11 

8 

10 

25 

64 

- 

1 

Ophthalmia ) 
Neonatorum) 

3 

1 

6 

3 

13 

- 

Respiratory  ) 
Tuberculosis ) 

1 40 

52 

i 52 

51 

71 

266 

(approx ) 

95 

128 

Other  forms  of) 
Tuberculosis  ) 

i 

1 

i 7 

j ^ 

1 

i 

Lii 

CO 

I — 1 

21 

70 

mm 

» 1 

Three  cases  of  Malaria  and  3 of  Dysentery,  all  contracted 
abroad,  v/ere  also  notified. 


For  the  5 years  under  reviev/  the  Attack  Rate  (i.e.  the 
average  annual  number  of  cases  per  1000  of  the  pop\ilation)  frora 
Diphtheria  is  0.77  and  the  Attack  Rate  from  Scarlet  Fever  is 
1.67.  The  corresponding  rates  for  Dng.  A.  ’.'/ales  are  1.29  & 2.65 
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The  death-rate  from  Reepiratory  Tuherculos ir?  is  O.98  per  1000, 
the  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole  "being  ab'Out  0,88.  I record 
an  average  of  between  4 and  5 deaths  per  annum  from  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis.  There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  sys- 
tematic veterinary  inspection  of  cattle  combined  v/ith  the  measures 
v/hich  v/e  are  nov/  advocating  in  order  to  improve  the  purity  of  mil3c 
\yill  continue  to  play  an  integral  part  in  reducing  the  incidence 
of  surgical  Tuberculosis  especially  in  young  children. 

In  connection  v;-ith  the  diagnosis  and  supervision  of  Consump- 
tion it  should  be  noted  that  during  1925  126  examinations  of 

sputa  for  tubercle  bacilli  v/ere  made  at  the  County  Laboratory.  The 
total  number  of  examinations  made  at  this  laboratory  during  the 
year  was  356l  of  which  the  follov/ing  v/ere  for  this  Listrict:- 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  bacilli 126 

Sewage  & V7ater  a.nalyses 6l 

Milh  examinations 55 

Throat  sv/abs  for  Lip’ntheria 45 

Hairs  for  Ring^/orm 24 

(collected  by  Sc/iool  ITurses) 

Blood  for  V/assermann  Tests 7 

V/idal’s  Test  for  Typhoid  Rever  6 

V/ater  for  B.Coli  Communis 5 

Urine  for  T.B 4 

Rilras  for  Gonococci 2 

Urine  (General  tc  Bacteriological)  2 

Differential  Hood  Counts 2 

Pleuritic  Huid  for  T.B 2 

?Tilm  for  S.  Pallida 1 

Faecal  abnormality 1 

Total  :-  343 


The  scientific  investigations  conducted  in  this  laboratory 


are  not  only  simplifying  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease 
but  are  enabling  us  to  exercise  a degree  of  efficiency  in  its 
administrative  control  v/hich,  whatever  its  shortcomings,  would 
be  otherv/ise  unattainable. 

Factories  & viTorlcshops  : - 


'Workshops 

No. 

on 

Register  (including  P>/ikehous es  ) 

68 

No. 

of 

nuisances  abated 

8 

Bakehous  es 

No. 

on 

the  register 

30 

No. 

of 

nuisances  abated 

4 

Homework 

Legal  Proceedings 

No . 

- nil. 

of 

outworkers 

160 

lie  instances  of  outwork  on  unsuitable  premises  ha-'-e  come 
under  observation,. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 


Kirby  Mujcloe, 
llr,  Leicester. 

July  29th,  1926. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  "E,  0’ CONNOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


